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Getting Ready for Wildfire  - District’s Firewise Program 

is a Success 
 

As the weather gets hotter and drier, our attention naturally turns to fire season.  Recent smoky skies 

are reminiscent of the late summer of 2015, when the Northstar Fire threatened Republic from the 

south and the Stickpin Fire Complex burned thousands of acres to the north and east of town.  Here in 

Ferry County, we were luckier then residents of nearby Okanogan and Chelan Counties, as we escaped 

without human injury or damage to dwellings.  The memory of that near miss motivated many Ferry 

County residents to participate in the Firewise program recently offered by the Ferry Conservation 

District (FCD).   

Firewise, a program created by the National Fire Protection Association and co-sponsored by the USDA 

Forest Service, the US Department of the Interior, and the National Association of State Foresters, 

“encourages local solutions for safety by involving homeowners in taking individual responsibility for 

preparing their homes from the risk of wildfire.”   The FCD initiated its program with three presentations 

by Guy Gifford, Firewise Specialist with the Washington State Department of Natural Resources.  Twelve 

of the workshop attendees signed up for wildfire risk assessments and several expressed an interest in 

receiving cost-share funds for making their homes more defensible in a wildfire. 

Making a site visit to each property, the FCD inspector looked at the lay of the land, checking slope and 

vegetation, and offering suggestions about thinning and pruning trees to remove ladder fuels.   

Recommendations were offered regarding maintaining a “lean, green and clean” zone closer to the 

houses, free of flammable vegetation, debris, firewood, etc.  Access was evaluated, as well, with 

consideration for easy egress for residents evacuating and easy ingress for emergency vehicles. 

The structures were then inspected, with an eye out for points of entry for embers, such as unscreened 

vents and places where debris could accumulate, such as in a rain gutter or behind a chimney, providing 

kindling for embers.  All roofs inspected were made of metal, a good choice for our wildfire prone area. 

In one case, the landowners’ property had been assessed 

previously and suggestions for making the home more 

defensible had been put into place.  These landowners now 

had a concrete patio and walkways, as well as a gravel border 

around the perimeter of their home.  In addition, they kept 

their yard trim and irrigated.  These measures greatly reduced 

the chances of embers igniting the siding of their home.  

 

Another homeowner needed assistance with clearing flammable debris from around her home.   FCD 

staff enlisted a crew of willing Curlew Job Corps students to volunteer several hours mowing and 

trimming vegetation and removing accumulated building materials adjacent to her house.  The Brick 

Lean, Green and Clean! 
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Masonry trade, under the supervision of instructor Scott Porter, took great pride in making this 

resident’s home “Firewise.”   The homeowner, now feeling much more secure as the fire season 

approaches, was very grateful for the help. 

                              

 

 

 

The FCD provided cost-share funds to the owners of a home in Republic for removal and disposal of old 

flammable railroad ties used in a retaining wall attached to the house.  In addition, the landowners had 

several trees cut to create a canopy separation (reducing the chance of a canopy fire reaching them).  

Other trees were limbed and much debris was cleaned up as well.  Completion of this project resulted in 

a much more defensible home for this couple. 

In addition, grant funds were used to purchase over 200 reflective address signs, to help emergency 

vehicles locate county residents more easily.  Funds for all of these projects were provided by the 

Washington State Conservation Commission. 
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