
 

Montana rancher Whit Hibbard presents at Livestock Handling Workshop on 1/19/16 

 

Low Stress and Holistic Livestock Handling 
From the 1950s until his death in 2012, Alberta rancher Bud Williams revolutionized the field of livestock 

management, developing innovative methods which make the job easier, cause less stress to the cattle, 

help ranchers reduce threats from predators and improve rangeland health. Williams, recognized as a 

leader in this field, traveled throughout North and Central America, spreading his message to other 

ranchers. 

Montana rancher Whit Hibbard, attended a Bud Williams workshop more than 10 years ago.  It changed 

his life.  Adopting the new low stress techniques on his ranch, he is now able to move more cows faster 

and with less labor.  Instead of fighting the cows, he is now working with them.  These techniques have 



improved the herding behavior of the cows, making it easier to keep them away from riparian areas and 

providing them more protection from predation.  Overwhelmed by the success of these methods, he has 

begun to share them with others.   

On a recent January day, Hibbard presented an overview of William’s ideas to an appreciative audience 

of 45 at the K Diamond K Ranch in Republic.  In attendance were ranchers from Stevens, Okanogan and 

Ferry County, as well as regional Conservation District, Natural Resource Conservation District and 

Forest Service staff.  Video of cattle operations, contrasting “Pre-Bud” with “Post-Bud” methods 

dramatically demonstrated the positive results. 

The day-long workshop, “Low Stress Handling and Holistic Livestock Management”, hosted by a 

consortium of Northeast Washington conservation districts, also featured a presentation by Maurice 

Robinette and Beth Robinette, of the Pacific Northwest Center for Holistic Management, showcasing the 

holistic livestock management methods and philosophy of Zimbabwean Alan Savory.   

Savory, an internationally known innovator in the area of livestock management, developed the concept 

of holistic management, based on the principle that nature functions in wholes, not separate parts.   The 

methods, practiced by the Robinettes on their Spokane area ranch, focus on protecting and improving 

the health of the range as well as that of the animals.  The Robinettes explained that one of the key 

concepts is that the health of a given piece of range will improve by implementing high impact, high 

density grazing for a short time, followed by a long recovery period.  This result is in contrast to the 

degradation of vegetation seen often in an area grazed for a long duration, with no recovery period. The 

holistic concepts are implemented using a detailed planning process and results are closely and 

scientifically monitored. 

Tip Hudson, from the WSU Extension Ellensburg office, gave the culminating workshop of the day.  He 

focused on the critical role riparian health plays in protecting water quality, and emphasized the 

importance of good livestock management as a way of maintaining riparian health.  Contrasting risky 

grazing practices with positive ones, his presentation dovetailed well with the talks by both Hibbard and 

the Robinettes.   

The workshop was hosted jointly by the Stevens, Pend Oreille, Ferry, Okanogan and the Colville 

Reservation Conservation Districts.   Conservation districts are non-regulatory agencies.  Services are 

available to all without discrimination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


