
any other North American 

tree, its range stretching 

from the Atlantic to the 

Pacific and from the Arctic 

south to northern Mexico.  

The flat stem of its leaf 

causes it to “quake” in the 

wind, this quaking produc-

ing the tree’s characteristic 

fluttering sound.  The flat-

tened stem is an adapta-

tion serving to reduce the 

drag on the stems and 

branches during a wind-

storm, making the trees 

better able to withstand 

potential damage from 

high wind. (Quaking Aspen, 

continued on Pg. 3) 

What is both the largest 

and the oldest living 

thing on Earth?  The ma-

jestic blue whale ma be 

huge and the gnarly 

bristle cone pine may be 

ancient, but the humble 

quaking aspen (Populus 

tremuloides) outshines 

these two organisms in 

both categories.   

Though the largest indi-

vidual aspen tree might 

only reach a modest 100 

feet in height, it grows 

as part of an intercon-

nected root  mass with 

multiple stems, each 

stem part of one genet-

ically identical organism.  

This clone may be many 

acres in size and thou-

sands of years old.  In 

fact, the oldest and larg-

est such clone, known as 

Pando, consists of ap-

proximately 47,000 

stems, has a mass of over 

6000 metric tons and is 

estimated to be some 

80,000+ years old. Locat-

ed on the Fish Lake Na-

tional Forest in central 

Utah, it covers 107 acres.   

The quaking aspen has a 

wider distribution than 

Mark Your Calendar 

• Voluntary Steward-

ship Program meet-
ing on Monday, No-

vember 20 (Meetings 
every  3rd  Monday 
at 5:00 PM  .  Ferry 

County Commission-
ers’ office, Republic 

(see box pg. 4) 

• The next Board of 
Supervisors Meeting 

will be held on 
Wednesday, Decem-

ber 6 (Regular meet-
ings   every 4th 
Wednesday) 

• Look for Spring Plant 
Sale flyer January 1, 
2018.  Plant pickup  

April 20-21, 2018  
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Ferry Conservation District  

Our mission is to safeguard the rural lifestyle and sustainable  use of 
natural resources of Ferry County for present and future landowners, 
residents, and visitors by offering technical and financial assistance, 

outreach, and education through partnerships.  

 CONSERVATION CONNECTION 

 Address Signs Seen Around County 

Landowners have begun to display 911 address signs funded 
through last year’s Firewise Grant. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Conservation District’s Firewise program has ended, but signs 

are still available to county residents through the Ferry County GIS 

Department while supplies last.  Interested?  Contact Kristen Winter  

(509-775-5225, ext. 1152) 

      Fall 2017 



 

 

 

 

 

Voluntary Stewardship Planning  
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“VSP provides 

an alternative for 

counties to meet 

the state’s 

requirements 

under the 

Growth 

Management 

Act. .”  

The Ferry Conservation District 

is working with Ferry County in 

developing and implementing 

the county’s Voluntary Stew-

ardship Program (VSP).   
 
VSP provides an alternative for 

counties to meet the state’s 

requirements under the 

Growth Management Act. The 

program is a collaborative pro-

cess that helps communities 

ensure healthy landscapes and 

strong farms for the future. 

Counties work with local resi-

dents to develop a plan to 

maintain viable agriculture, 

manage growth, and protect 

critical areas.   
 
Critical areas support essential 

fish and wildlife habitat and 

sustain vital ecosystem func-

tions such as water quality and 

quantity, and flood manage-

ment. Agricultural lands also 

provide multiple environmental 

benefits including open space, 

soil retention, and habitat.  

VSP uses a watershed-based, 

planning process and relies on 

incentive-based stewardship 

practices to achieve its goals. 
 
Background 

In 2007, the State Legislature 

tasked the William D. Ruckel-

shaus Center with facilitating a 

“common ground” solution that 

would ensure productive agri-

culture in our state, protect 

critical areas, and resolve long

-standing controversies related 

to the Growth Management 

Act. Following a three-year 

collaborative process involving 

state and local governments, 

tribes, the agricultural commu-

nity, and environmental inter-

ests, the Ruckelshaus Center 

presented the framework for 

the VSP.  The Legislature cre-

ated VSP within the WSCC in 

2011 (RCW 36.70A.705). In 

2015 they provided funding 

that allowed all 27 counties 

that opted-in to VSP to move 

forward with the program. 

Here in Ferry County, monthly 

planning meetings with Con-

servation District staff, County 

officials and local residents 

have been taking place since 

2016. 
  
Moving Forward 

The Ferry County Commission-

ers have opted to hire environ-

mental consultants Anchor 

QEA, from Seattle to write Fer-

ry County’s VSP work plan. 

Anchor has already written 

several plans for Washington 

counties that have been ap-

proved for implementation by 

the Washington State Conser-

vation Commission. Work 

group meetings will continue 

to be held the third Monday of 

each month, in the Commis-

sioners’ Office at 5:00 pm (The 

public is welcome to attend.) 

We welcome Anchor to our 

VSP project team, and look 

forward to working with them. 
 

The most critical factor in the 

success of VSP is landowner 

involvement. The intent of the 

program is to find local solu-

tions. We cannot find local so-

lutions without local involve-

ment. That means us. 

Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP)  

EQIP provides financial and technical assistance to agri-

cultural producers to address natural resource concerns 

and deliver environmental benefits such as improved water quality, conserved 

ground and surface water, reduced soil erosion and sedimentation or improved or 

create wildlife habitat. 

2018 application deadline for round 1 funding is November 17, 2017.  Round 2 fund-

ing cutoff is March 16, 2018. 

 

Each applicant must establish themselves as a USDA customer and complete all 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) eligibility requirements prior to the application cut-off 

date. 

 

Applicants who apply as entities must provide a DUNS number, be registered in the 

System for Award Management (SAM), and maintain an active registration with cur-

rent information prior to applying for funding. For additional information con-

tact Patrice Beckwith at 509-775-3473 x102. 

VSP will protect critical areas 

http://ruckelshauscenter.wsu.edu/projects/past-projects/voluntary-stewardship-program/
http://ruckelshauscenter.wsu.edu/projects/past-projects/voluntary-stewardship-program/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.705
tel:(509)%20775-3473
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“In Western 

states, upwards 

of 40-96% of 

quaking aspen 

have 

disappeared 

over the past 

decades.” 

. 

 

Compared to a conifer stand, a stand of quaking as-

pen is a disproportionately richer nutrient resource.    

A typical stand will produce 1500-3000 pounds per 

acre of high nutrient value browse for wildlife.  This 

production compares to only 200 pounds per acre 

produced in the understory of the average conifer 

stand.   

Winter browse is more available for deer and elk, as 

well as bears, rabbits and porcupine.  And, since as-

pen groves are often found on or near streams, bea-

vers use them for food and dam-building material.  

Aspen groves abound with bird life, as well.  Dead 

trees (snags) provide opportunities for many cavity 

nesters.  Flycatchers, mountain bluebirds, hermit 

thrushes, hummingbirds and several birds of prey 

are among the many other birds finding good habitat 

in aspen.   

Unfortunately, this important resource is shrinking at an alarming rate.  In Western states 

upwards of 40-96% of quaking aspen have disappeared over the past decades.  Resource 

managers point at several causal factors, most notably increased fire suppression and over-

foraging by ungulates, both livestock and wildlife.   

Why are these factors important?  An understanding of 

the aspen’s ecology will help answer that question.  

Young quaking aspen shoots need sun to thrive.   An 

aspen clone sends up new growth where there has been 

a disturbance within or at the edges of the grove, any-

where the shoots can find sun.   For example, when a 

forest is burned, the aspen root mass, largely undam-

aged by the fire, sends out new shoots.  These shoots 

thrive in the now sunny habitat, allowing replacement of 

the stand.  Without disturbance, a maturing aspen grove 

provides good conditions for more shade-tolerant coni-

fers.  These conifers eventually out-compete the aspen 

and the grove shrinks.  Over-foraging will take its toll on 

aspen, too, as livestock and wildlife feast on the new 

tender aspen shoots within and on the edges of the 

stand.    

What can the landowner do to restore quaking aspen 

habitat?  By removing encroaching conifers and thinning 

decadent aspen, remaining aspen will be released from 

competition and, at the same time, growth of new suckers 

will be stimulated.  A hinge cut on a tree will allow suckers 

to sprout all along the tree stem. Reducing livestock and wildlife browsing, accomplished by 

fencing or modified grazing practices, will allow aspen shoots to proliferate.  This may involve 

fencing browsers out of the grove and away from an open strip around the grove.  Finally, 

restoring the native understory by removing noxious plants could be very beneficial to help 

prevent overgrazing and restore the native plant community. 

Landowners wishing to actively manage their aspen habitat may contact Patrice Beckwith, 

USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) for technical assistance (509-775-3473, 

ext.102).  Landowners may also apply for funding assistance for conservation practices, in-

cluding aspen management, through NRCS’s Environmental Quality Incentive Program 

(EQIP).  Refer to opposite page (pg. 2) for info on EQIP applications. 

Small aspen stand in fall color. 

Aspen shoots expand grove  after 

livestock exclusion. 



Staff  

Lloyd Odell, Manager 

Liz Carr, Water Quality Specialist 

Candy Lammon, Financial Administrator 

Bill Chamberlin, Resource Assistant 

Patrice Beckwith, NRCS Resource Con-
servationist 

Board of  Supervisors 

Eric Bracken, Chair 

Dave Konz,  Vice Chair 

Charlotte Coombes, Auditor 

Dave Hedrick, Member 

Scott Palmer, Member 

Bowe Brown, Associate 

John Hamilton, Associate 

Carol Fugit, Associate Red-Osier Dogwood near Camp Growden 

   Ferry Conservation District is a non-regulatory agency.  Our services are available to all without discrimination. 

We’re on the Web.  Visit us at: 

http://www.ferrycd.org 

Ferry Conservation District          
84 East Delaware Ave. 

PO Box 1045 

Republic, WA 99166 

(509)775-3473  Ext. 5 

We’re Preparing for the 

2018 Spring Plant Sale 
The fall harvest is in and it’s 

time to think about the 2018. 

growing season.  Watch for 

our flyer in late December.  

Once again, we’ll be offering 

many natives, ornamentals 

and edibles. Grapes are back 

and hops will be offered for 

the first time! Look for flyer in 

the mail in January. 

Conserving Natural  Resources Since 1947 

http://www.ferrycd.org/

